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7.3 lnstitutiona! Distinctiveness

7.3.1 Portray the performance of the lnstitution in one area distinctive to its priority and
thrust within 1000 word

The B. Arch. course at PHCOA is among the first of its kind in this region, designed to meet
the critical need for shaping the built environment of a rapidly developing area with
consideration of the diverse and threatening challenges of the future.

Since its inception, PHCOA has been striving to provide the best in architectural education,
continuously expanding its scope to expose students and faculty to the most innovative
thinking in the field, offering value-added courses, student and faculty development
programs, and hands-on experiences that build confidence and spark creativity. The College
of Architecture is run in a completely inclusive manner, with a fully decentralized and
documented decision-making process, and full participation of all stakeholders.

We are distinct, in that we have recognized the fast-changing peri-urban areas of Mumbai,
and have addressed the need to bring quality architectural education to this region.

ln keeping with our mission and vision we have formulated our curriculum and Co-curricular
activities to align with the needs of the times. This is reflected in the following aspects of our
institute

. Creadve teaching methods

We use cutting-edge pedagogy to deliver our curriculum to the students. This includes
traditional teaching methods, lCl, hands-on experiential as well as research methods. We
also have infrastructure like smart classrooms lecture halls and other lCT.

. Focus on sustainability

students address assignments that focus on sustainability both in the studio as well as
firsthand in the management of the campus. our syllabus trains our students to be socially
and environmentally responsible professionals.

. Strong emphasis on foundational and practical knowledge

The syllabus is designed to ray a strong foundation of knowredge base and reinforce the
same by exposing the students to practical issues, contexts and problem_solving.

. lnclusive and equitable environment

Our students get equal opportunities regard nder/ background to participate
ll complement of design

,

in curricular and co-curricular activities. Ouf 6amp
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features to ensure that all students including the specially-abled ( Divyaangjan) can utilize

the campus to the fullest.

. Classroom Teaching focused on real-time challenges

All student assignments are focused on real problems within the context of our location or
other parts of the country and are in at sensitising the students towards finding solutions to
the many and varied challenges our country faces in terms of its built environment.

We are one of the first architecture colleges in the region that operate out of an integrated
campus, and we bring the full benefit of the shared knowledge of the many professional

streams to our architecture students. This is completely aligned to our ideology of holistic
education, and creating mature and ethically conscious citizens from our students.

We share our campus with the following sister institutes:

. Mahatma Education Society's HOC Junior College of Science & Commerce

. Pillai HOC College of Arts Science and Commerce,

. Pillai HOC College of Engineering,

. Pillai lnstitute of Management Studies and Research and

. Pillai HOC Polytechnic

As a result of this shared proximity with other institutes, our students have benefited from
many facilities and experts, otherwise not available to most other colleges. we also have the
distinct advantage of offering our students better exposure through the various events and
programs organized on our campus by our sister institutes.

Some specific examples of our distinctive shared expertise are as under.

3D Printing tab/ Simulation lab

our campus has one of the first and best-equipped 3D printing rabs in the region. our
students can get therr creative ideas and prototype moders printed at a cost price.

Carpentry Workshop:

Our students gai n valuable hands-on experience by using the carpentry workshop located in
the engineering department. This is an i
ed ucatio n.

Material Testing Lab: ?
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We are one of the few institutes that have access to advanced testing equipment and

experts for construction materials. Our students routinely use testing facilities to get a

firsthand feel of engineering materials like concrete.

Sports and Other Facilities:

Our students can access state-of-the-art sports equipment and gymnasium facilities.

Pillai's ISRO Outreach l{etworft lnstitute:

Apart from the shared facilities described above, our institute is also unique in being

associated with prestigious organisations like IRSO, with whom we have initiated the Pillai's

ISRO Outreach Network Institute. This allows our students to access the vast expertise of

ISRO in the areas of remote sensing and GIS technology, through a large number of free

courses.

Pillai HOC Research and development Cell

Our lnstitute also benefits from the Research and Development Cell which is an initiative to
create a vibrant local innovation ecosystem, a start-up supporting mechanism, establish a

functional ecosystem for scouting ideas and pre-incubation of ideas and to develop the

better cognitive ability for technology students. The cell is actively involved in organizing and

conducting various seminars, workshops, and ldea competitions for students and faculty.

This has resulted in several patents filed by faculty and students.

Campus Cultural Fests

At PHCOA the campus cultural festival (inter-departmental) serves as a platform for
amalgamation of culture, talent and teamwork. These collaborative initiatives foster team
building, brainstorming and consistent hard work in our students. The students are also
exposed to an array of interactions and management tasks where the students learn a great
deal of knowledge. This also helps them to push their boundaries, explore their talents and
boost self-confidence

campus fests like JA6A, sHrvJAyANTr, and EUpHoRrA, to name a few, unite the students and
work together as a community.
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1) 3D Printing Lab/ Simulation lab

Academic curriculum requires the students to make scaled models and they utilise the facility located

in the engineering department premises. The students also use the [aser cutting machine to deal

with the material in precision.

Lazer cut Truss models by students of fourth semester
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Design Model of 5th year student Gaytri patil.

The simulation lab is very effectively used by PHCOA
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The students made models of trusses as part of Architectural building construction
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Carpentry workshop

Model by ln year Students

W
2) Carpentry and Model making Workshop

Pillai Hoc Campus has a fully equipped Carpentry and Model making workshop and this
facility is shared with other departments.

Architecture curriculum requires making of study models as part of subjects like

Architectural design, lnterior design, college projects, and electives.
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1n year students' carpentry models as part of Architecturdl Building Construction (AY 2022)

under the guidance of Mr Kedar shinde and prof. Abhishek chakraborty, the students of second
used in timber construction.semester worked on the wooden ioine

of wooden nery demonstrated in the ca
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3l Material Testing Lab

The material testing lab consists of all machines and equipment which are required for conducting

various tests related to materials required for construction.
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4) Gymnasium and other sports Facilities

tl-

Full-fledged Gymnasium with Modern Equipment is open to all the departments. Girls and boys
have different time slot for workout.
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Playground where all the athletics practice and events take place. The
und also acts as an arena for Cricket and Football matches.
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Students participate interdepartmental championships matches as part of extra-
curricular activities.
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The sports room where all indoor games take place is a shared facility
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5) lsRo Pillai's out Reach network institute is at Pillai's HoC college of Engineering

Pillai HOc college is a lsRo outreach Centre.

lnstitute is used for capacity building to improve technical knowledge about remote
sensing, GIS and geospatial technologies. Students get an opportunity to upskill themselves

with latest technologies using satellite, GIS for various applications in environmental studies,

disaster management and various other infrastructural domains.

The students get an opportunity to enrol and complete various courses offered by ISRO.
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Prof. Karthik Nagarajan, Pillai's ISRO network coordinator addressing the students at pRAyOG

2022
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14th- 1sth December 2022: Space on wheels exhibition open for all students. The bus consisted of
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6) Pillai HOC Research and development cell

PHCOA has a detailed policy in place to encourage and support new initiatives,

innovations and startups. lt offers simple, expedited pathways for implementing fresh

ideas and bringing them into the marketplace. lt supports inventors by assisting in the
patenting process and expediting the care and development of novel lntellectual

Property. As a result of this policy, a total of 13 patents have been filed till date.

12 Faculty patents and l student patent.

Pre-incubation and incubation facilities for nurturing innovations and startups are

provided at PHCOA. Faculty supports an lnnovation Cell, a Startup Cell, Student Clubs,

and encourages incubation acceleration by mobilizing resources from internal and

external sources. Special measures are taken to encourage and accommodate student

and faculty entrepreneurs. A policy is in place to clarify product ownership rights.

Business Plan Competition

Every year Pillai centre of lnnovation and Entrepreneurship conducts a business plan
competition across all MES institutes, which was launched in 20'16. Students are
encouraged to form teams, develop their ideas, refine their business plans and finally
pitch their start-ups to various venture capitalists, business founders at the end of
the competition.
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Events and workshop

1) Entrepreneurship and ideation

2) Problem solving and ideation

3) IPR (intellectual Property rights)
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7) Campus Cultural Fests

The Campus Cultural fest is held in order to create a platform for the students to showcase

their talent and bring about a harmonious participation of all the departments of Pillai HOCL

educational campus. lt also promote student welfare and collaborations with fellow students

and community building.

These campus Fest hosts various Competitions and contest like Fashion Show Dance,

Singing, and other performances. Both stage and non-stage competitions are held

showcasing innumerous talents of our students

It is a celebration which brings all the students together and made this event a grand

success. This event is all about sharing Happiness, Celebration, and Knowledge." During this

fest, the students showcase their talent by participating in various non-stage and stage

events and also coordinate different events e.g. singing, dancing, Mr. and Ms. Euphoria,

reels, fashion show, neon cricket, bench press, table tennis, etc.

This fest makes an ampact on everyone's hearts and uplifts the ambiance of the campus to a

new level altogether. The event has grown into a huge sensation since the day of its
commencement receiving overwhelming response and popularity. This fest has been getting

bigger, better and greater every year and setting high standards for the years to come.
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PHCOA Students for the event installations
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PHCOA Students work for the event installations(2018)
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fest at the central lawn (2019Celebration Annual col lege ), PHOCL educatio nal Campus.
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